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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 

DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,052,403,868,282.85. We’ve 
added $8,425,526,819,369.77 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT DENNIS 
HOPSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable law en-
forcer, Lieutenant Dennis Hopson. 

On September 25, 1977, Pink Lee Hopson 
and Walter Williams gave birth to Dennis 
Hopson. On December 17, 1980, Pink Hopson 
married Johnny Gibson, who at that time was 
a father in his life and raised Dennis. Lieuten-
ant Hopson has resided in Tunica County for 
38 years. He is a 1996 graduate of Rosa Fort 
High School in Tunica, Mississippi. 

His first job was with Parker Tractor as a 
parts delivery person, where he learned how 
to sell parts. In March 1998, he joined the 
Tunica Volunteer Fire Department and at-
tended the Mississippi Fire Academy for train-
ing. In October of 1999, Dennis began working 
for the Tunica County Sheriff’s Department as 
a jailer for four years. In September of 2003, 
he attended the Mississippi Law Enforcement 
Officer Training Academy and received certifi-
cation in November of that same year. At that 
time, he became a Deputy Sheriff with the 
Tunica County Sheriff’s Department. Since his 
employment with Tunica County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, he has served in many capacities, such 
as: County Fire Arson Investigator; Warrant 
Officer; Sex Offenders Registry Officer; Emer-
gency Vehicle Operator Instructor; Field Train-
ing Officer, Task Force Team—Homeland Se-
curity; Emergency Response Team (ERT); Pa-
trol Supervisor and Crime Stoppers Program 
of Tunica County. He is a member of the 
Tunica County Color Guard Team. At the 
present time, Mr. Hopson still holds these po-
sitions. In September 2014, he was assigned 
to the United States Marshals Task Force in 
Oxford, Mississippi. 

Mr. Hopson is married to Stacy L. Hopson, 
wife of 161⁄2 years, who works as a teacher at 
the Institute of Community Services (ICS Head 
start) for the last year. He is a devoted father 
of three children. Mr. Hopson’s goals are to 
continue to serve and protect the citizens of 
Tunica County for many more years to come, 
through God and determination and will con-
tinue to make a difference in his community. 
Mr. Hopson possesses sound judgment, a 
great sense of accountability to the citizens of 
Tunica County and an irreproachable profes-

sionalism. He is a God-fearing individual who 
seeks to serve the citizens of Tunica County 
with the utmost respect, dignity and honesty. 
His reputation as a Deputy Sheriff is very well 
trusted and dependable. 

In 2010 and 2011, he lost both of his par-
ents, but never gave up on life. He kept the 
faith and allowed God to lead him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Lieutenant Dennis Hopson for 
his dedication in being a respected and out-
standing Law Enforcer. 

f 

FOOTHILLS CREDIT UNION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Foothills Credit Union for 
receiving the Small Business of the Year 
award from The West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County. 

The Small Business of the Year award is 
awarded to a business with 50 employees or 
less and is engaged in improving the business 
community in Jefferson County. 

Offering its members a unique credit builder 
program, as well as bilingual services and tax 
refund anticipation loans, Foothills Credit 
Union has served the community for more 
than 68 years. 

Foothills Credit Union has been the Dona-
tion Sponsor for The West Chamber’s Cele-
brate Women event, donating more than 
$9,000 to the honorees’ non-profits. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Foothills Credit Union for their honor by The 
West Chamber. I have no doubt Foothills 
Credit Union will exhibit the same dedication 
and service to its community in the future. 
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HONORING THE CAREER OF MR. 
DAN NELSON 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of my good friend Dan Nelson, who is 
retiring after 24 years as the original Executive 
Director of the San Luis & Delta Mendota 
Water Authority. Since its inception the Water 
Authority has been well-served by Dan’s bril-
liance, positive outlook, enormous knowledge 
and engaging personality. 

Dan was educated at the University of Wis-
consin at Eau Claire and Fresno State after 
having grown up in Los Banos, California. Dan 
brought the experience to the fledgling Water 
Authority that he gained as General Manager 
of the San Luis Water District (1987–1991) 
and the Broadview Water District (1979– 
1987), as well as experience in the Operations 
Division of the San Luis Canal Company 
(1977–1979). 

As Executive Director Dan promoted re-
spect, integrity, fairness, creativity, drive and a 
deep appreciation of family among those that 
he worked with. To address the complex 
issues before the Water Authority Dan had the 
vision to create a three-legged strategy for 

both short and long-term issues: administrative 
engagement, regulatory/legislative engage-
ment, and litigation. This approach fostered a 
framework for thoughtful decision-making dur-
ing challenging times. 

Dan served the water community outside of 
his responsibilities with the Water Authority by 
participating in numerous water-related organi-
zations such as the Land Preservation Asso-
ciation, California Irrigation Institute, Associa-
tion of California Water Associations, Cali-
fornia Water Education Foundation and many 
other boards, committees, and stakeholder 
groups. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me, as well as the entire San Luis Delta- 
Mendota Water Authority family, in recognizing 
Dan Nelson’s 24 years of service. 

f 

IN MEMORIAL RECOGNITION OF 
THOMAS TIGUE FOR A LIFETIME 
OF SERVICE TO THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Thomas Tigue, who passed 
away Monday, February 1, 2016. As a war 
veteran, school board member, state rep-
resentative, father, and grandfather, Tom’s life 
was one dedicated to helping others. Tom will 
be honored posthumously by the Pittston Sun-
day Dispatch, receiving the paper’s Joseph 
Saporito Sr. Lifetime of Service Award. 

Born and raised in Hughestown, Thomas 
was a graduate of St. John the Evangelist 
High School in Pittston in 1964. He received 
his degree in Government from King’s College 
in Wilkes-Barre while also serving as a reserv-
ist in the Marine Corps. Following graduation, 
Tom married and deployed to Vietnam. While 
serving as an Infantry Platoon Commander, 
Thomas earned a Silver Star for gallantry in 
combat. He remained with the Marine Corps 
Reserve for 27 years before returning to work 
as a counselor at Hickory Run State Park in 
White Haven and as a computer program ana-
lyst for Metropolitan Life Insurance, both while 
taking business classes at King’s College. 
From 1977–1979, Tigue served on the Pittston 
Area School Board. 

In 1980, Tom was elected as a Representa-
tive for the 118th Legislative District in the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, serv-
ing the residents of Luzerne, Lackawanna, 
and Monroe counties. He remained in the 
State House for 26 years, retiring in 2006. 
During his tenure, Thomas served as the 
Democratic Chair of the House Veterans Af-
fairs and Emergency Preparedness Com-
mittee, where he helped establish the Military 
Family Relief Assistance Program which pro-
vides assistance to eligible Pennsylvania serv-
ice members and their family members finan-
cially impacted by military service. After his 
service in the legislature, Thomas worked as 
Managing Director of the Delaware River Mari-
time Enterprise Council until his retirement in 
2010. 

It is an honor to recognize an individual who 
led a truly outstanding life. I am grateful for all 
of the work Thomas did for his community and 
for the people of Pennsylvania. His passing, 
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